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Membership
Any member of a national society of nephrology is
eligible for proposal to membership in the International
Society of Nephrology and receipt of the Society’s official
Journal, Kidney International. A subscription to Kidney
International (including all Supplements) for calendar year
1998 is included in the annual 1998 dues of US $120.00.
Potential members can secure application forms for mem-
bership by writing directly to Dr. William E. Mitch, Trea-
surer, International Society of Nephrology, Emory Univer-
sity, Renal Division, WMB Room 338, 1639 Pierce Drive,
Atlanta, GA 30322, USA. (Checks must be made payable to
the International Society of Nephrology. Checks from outside
the USA can be paid through any United States bank.)
ISN World Wide Web Page
The ISN Computerized Information Committee co-
chaired by Drs. Kim Solez (Edmonton) and Zal Agus
(Philadelphia) is maintaining and updating the ISN Home
Page on the World Wide Web. This Home Page describes
ISN programs, lists officers, councilors and members of the
Commission for Developing Countries, and supplies gen-
eral information regarding ISN membership and subscrip-
tion to Kidney International. The uniform resource locators
(URLs) for the Web Page are: Canada: www.med.
ualberta.ca/isn United Kingdom: his.path.cam.ac.uk/
mirrors/isn/000i0000.htm
Guidelines for sponsorship of symposia, postgraduate
courses, or workshops by the International Society of
Nephrology
The International Society of Nephrology (ISN) encour-
ages the organizers of scientific symposia, postgraduate
courses, or workshops to apply to the Society for sponsor-
ship. ISN sponsorship will provide: (1) use of the Society’s
name as a sponsor or co-sponsor; (2) announcement of the
meeting in Kidney International, contingent upon the re-
ceipt of written information in the Editorial office at least
6 months in advance of the meeting; (3) the possibility of
partial financial support. Applications must include the
following information: (1) the topic, purpose, location and
date(s) of the meeting; (2) the names and titles of the
members of the scientific organizing committee; (3) a list of
all co-sponsoring institutions, if any, and sources of finan-
cial support; (4) the total revenue and expense budget for
the proposed meeting, by major category; (5) the names
and institutions of origin of all invited speakers, and their
topics; (6) a statement as to whether manuscripts will be
solicited from invited speakers, or free communications
sought from others; (7) an expression of willingness to
include the following acknowledgment on all publications:
‘‘. . . was held under the auspices of the International
Society of Nephrology.’’
These guidelines do not apply to satellite symposia to be
held in close proximity to a biennial Congress. Further-
more, the ISN will not sponsor or co-sponsor any regularly
scheduled or routine international, national, or regional
meeting, nor will it co-sponsor postgraduate courses with
other international societies or groups.
Applications for sponsorship must be submitted directly
to Kiyoshi Kurokawa, M.D., Tokai University School of
Medicine, Bohseidai, Isehara-shi, Kanagawa 259-11, Japan.
Tel: (81) 463 93 1121 Ext 2111/Fax: (81) 463 93 1130/Email:
kurokawa@is.icc.u-tokai.ac.jp
ISN Archives
Dr. Leon Fine has accepted the responsibility of main-
taining the Archives of the International Society of Ne-
phrology. The Archives consist of photographs, announce-
ments, activities, and names of Council Members and
Officers of the Society. Relevant information, documents,
or photographs that are pertinent to the development and
evolution of the ISN are assembled in the Archives.
Members of the ISN or other readers of Kidney Interna-
tional having such material are requested to forward it to
Dr. Fine at the following address: Leon G. Fine, F.R.C.P.,
F.A.C.P., F.R.C.P. (Glasg), Professor of Medicine and Head
of the Department, Chairman, Division of Medicine, Univer-
sity College London Medical School, The Rayne Institute, 5
University Street, London WC1B 6JJ, United Kingdom.
MEETINGS
The Sixth International Congress of the Middle East Society
for Organ Transplantation will be held November 13–16,
1998 in Karachi, Pakistan, followed by the Third Interna-
tional Symposium on Urology, Nephrology and Transplanta-
tion of the Sindh Institute of Urology and Transplantation
(SIUT) on November 16–18, 1998, also in Karachi, Paki-
stan. Plenary sessions, symposia, discussions, and free
communications (oral and poster) are planned, as well as
workshops and courses. For further information, contact:
Secretariat, Sindh Institute of Urology and Transplantation
(SIUT), Dow Medical College and Civil Hospital, Karachi-
74200, Pakistan. Telephone: (92-21) 7730351, 7730387,
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7724922, and 7728998; FAX: (92-21) 7737436 and 7766212.
E-mail: info@siut.org or symp@siut.khi.sknpk.undo.org.
Website: http://www.siut.org
Nephrologisches Jahresgespra¨ch 1998 will be held Novem-
ber 14 and 15, 1998 at the Dorint Kongresszentrum Rosen-
garten, Mannheim, Germany. For further information,
contact: Deutsche Dialysegesellschaft niedergelassener
A¨rzte e.V., Postfach 132 304, 42050 Wuppertal, Germany.
Telephone: (149) 202/248450; FAX: (149) 202/2484560
The 11th Berliner Dialyseseminar will be held on Decem-
ber 4–5, 1998 in Berlin, Germany. The main purpose of the
meeting is to provide basic knowledge of the field of renal
replacement therapy. There will be only invited lectures.
For further information, contact Prof. Dr. med. Klaus
Schaefer, St. Joseph-Krankenhaus—Med. Abt. II, Ba¨umer-
plan 24, 12101 Berlin, Germany. Telephone: 030.7882-
2379; FAX: 030.7882-2669.
Renal Tubular Cells in Cultures: Tools for the Study of
Tubulo-Interstitial Function in Health and Disease will be held
on December 4–5, 1998 at the University of Antwerp, Bel-
gium. The meeting, for which attendance will be limited to
150, will be held under the auspices of the International
Society of Nephrology. The program will consist of keynote
lectures and poster sessions, covering diverse aspects of
human renal tubular epithelial cell/fibroblast culture, with an
emphasis on current methodological aspects of primary cell
culture, usefulness of permanent cell lines/non-human prima-
ries, new research techniques in cell culture (oligodeoxynucle-
otides, perfusion cultures, genetically modified cells) and
recent pathophysiological insights into tubulointerstitial in-
flammation and fibrosis based on in vitro studies. Presenta-
tions and abstracts will be published in a special edition of the
Journal of Experimental Nephrology/Journal of Renal Cell Biol-
ogy. For further information and attendance applications,
contact Prof. M.E. De Broe, University Hospital Antwerp,
Department of Nephrology, Wilrijkstraat 10, B-2650 Edegem/
Antwerpen, Belgium. Telephone: 1 32/3/821-3421; FAX:
1 32/3/829-0100; E-mail: nephro@uia.us.ac.be
The Second Finlayson Colloquium on Urolithiasis will be
held on January 29–31, 1999, at the University of Florida,
Gainesville, Florida, USA. The program will focus on five
topics: sites and mechanisms of crystal and stone formation,
crystal/tissue interactions, modulators of crystallization;
oxalate and its transport; and lithotripsy and other thera-
pies. Symposia followed by roundtable discussions will be
the format of the program. Presentations will be by
invitation only. For further information, contact Saeed
R. Khan, Ph.D., Professor of Pathology, Department of
Pathology, Box 100275, College of Medicine, University
of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, USA. Telephone: (352)
392-3473; FAX: (352) 846-0155; E-mail: mirza.pathology@
mail.health.ufl.edu
An African Nephrology Course will be held February 6–8,
1999 in Cape Town, South Africa. The course is jointly
sponsored by the African Renal Society, International
Society of Nephrology, and African Association of Ne-
phrology. An international panel of speakers will cover a
wide range of topics, including basic science relevant to
renal disease, hypertension, pregnancy and the progression
of renal disease, glomerulonephritis, vasculitis, acute and
chronic renal failure, hemodialysis and continuous ambu-
latory peritoneal dialysis (CAPD), and transplantation. The
topics covered on the first two days of the course will be of
interest to physicians in general practice who see patients
with hypertension and renal disease. A parallel course of
interest to nurses and technicians will be offered, including
workshops on CAPD and hemodialysis. Both courses will
emphasize the African perspective on the topics covered.
For information, contact: Secretariat, Mrs. Sune` Rooyen,
P.O. Box 19063, Tygerberg, Cape Town, South Africa,
7505. Telephone: 12721 938-9245 or 12721 938-9238;
FAX: 12721938-9108; E-mail: sdkl@gerga.sun.ac.za
Pediatric Nephrology Seminar XXVI: Millennium Mandate
will be held February 26–March 2, 1999 in Miami Beach,
Florida, USA. Dr. Jose´ Strauss is the Program Chairman.
Topics tentatively scheduled for presentation are: newborn
renal/genitourinary disorders; mineral metabolism; ne-
phrotic syndrome, focal segmental glomerulosclerosis;
growth issues; and chronic renal failure and end stage renal
disease. For further information, contact: Dr. Jose´ Strauss,
University of Miami School of Medicine, Department of
Pediatrics, Division of Pediatric Nephrology, P.O. Box
016960 (R-131), Miami, Florida, 33101. Telephone: (305)
585-6726; FAX: (305) 547-1709.
The Fourth International Conference on Continuous Renal
Replacement Therapies (CRRT) will be held March 11–13,
1999 in San Diego, California, USA (Hotel del Coronado).
The conference is structured to promote multi-disciplinary
interaction among specialists in nephrology, critical care,
nursing, support personnel and industrial entities involved
in the care of the critically ill patient. Major topics to be
addressed include: evolving concepts in the pathophysiol-
ogy and management of the critically ill patient; practice of
CRRT and standardization of care; renal replacement and
renal support; and experience and controversies with
CRRT. A combination of invited lectures, panel discus-
sions, interactive workshops, and oral and poster presenta-
tions is planned. CME credits will be awarded to attendees.
For further information, contact: Shirley Kolkey, Complete
Conference Management, 1660 Hotel Circle North, #220,
San Diego, California, USA 92108. Telephone: (619) 299-
6673; FAX: (619) 299-6675; E-mail: c-c-m@worldnet.att.net
The Fifth Workshop on Primary Hyperoxaluria will be held
March 12–13, 1999 in Kappel, Switzerland (near Zurich).
The workshop will be held under the auspices of the
International Society of Nephrology. Topics to be ad-
dressed include: molecular developments, screening meth-
ods, diagnostic problems, therapeutic options, prospects of
gene therapy, and genetic counseling. Participation will be
limited to 100. For further information, contact: Ernst
Leumann, M.D., University Children’s Hospital, Steinwiesstr.
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75, CH-8032 Zurich, Switzerland. Phone: 11411-266 73 90;
FAX: 1411 266 71 71; E-mail: leumanne@kispi.unizh.ch
The Seventh European Meeting on Cardionephrology,
sponsored by the Italian Society of Nephrology and of
Cardiology, will be held April 15–17, 1999 in Assisi, Italy.
Topics will include: hypertension and cardiorenal disease
in women; ischemic heart disease in dialysis patients;
cardiac change in glomerulonephritis and in polycystic
kidney disease; proteinuria and the risk of cardiovascular
disorders; cardiac derangement in diabetic nephropathy;
cardiac and renal change in the edema syndrome; heart
disease, hypertension and ischemic nephropathy; dialysis
for congestive heart failure; and cardiovascular complica-
tions of renal transplantation. Organizing committee: M.
Timio, V. Wizemann, F. Bjork, F. Locatelli, H. Eliahou.
For further information, contact Prof. Mario Timio, M.D.,
Meeting President, Department of Nephrology & Dialysis,
Ospedale di Foligno, Via dell’Ospedale, 06034 Foligno,
Italy. Telephone: 039-742-339760; FAX: 039-742-339310
The Eighth Annual Clinical Nephrology Meetings, spon-
sored by the National Kidney Foundation (NKF) will be
held April 29–May 2, 1999 in Washington, D.C. The NKF
Meetings offer simultaneous programs for nephrologists,
family practitioners, social workers, nurses and technicians,
renal dietitians, and non-renal dietitians. For further infor-
mation, contact: Donna Fingerhut, National Kidney Foun-
dation, 30 East 33rd Street, New York, New York 10016.
Telephone: (800) 622-9010, FAX: (212) 689-9261; Internet:
http://www.kidney.org
XVth International Congress of Nephrology
Buenos Aires, Argentina
The XVth International Congress of Nephrology and the
XIth Latin American Congress of Nephrology will be held
on May 2–6, 1999 in Buenos Aires, Argentina, sponsored
by the International Society of Nephrology, the Latin
American Society of Nephrology and Hypertension, and
the Argentinean Society of Nephrology. The scientific
program will have five main themes: hormones and the
kidney; non-immune injury of the kidney and repair; dial-
ysis; diabetes and the kidney; and renal transplantation.
Symposia will be held on a variety of topics: hemolytic
uremic syndrome; renal development; mechanisms of glo-
merular diseases, channel transporters, polycystic kidney
disease, infectious disease and the kidney; nephrology in
the intensive care unit; renal vascular diseases; aging and
the kidney; renal stone diseases; neonatal nephrology;
emerging approaches to the treatment of renal diseases;
and others. During the meeting a number of basic science
sessions will be offered for research scientists, fellows, and
interested clinical nephrologists. Continuing medical edu-
cation (CME) courses will also be offered, in Spanish and
English, on several topics, including: molecular biology for
the clinician; metabolic bone disease; urinary tract infec-
tions; water, acid-base and electrolyte disorders; manage-
ment of hypertension in renal patients; vascular access
complications; chronic ambulatory peritoneal dialysis; and
treatment, quality and outcome in dialysis. After the main
congress, satellite symposia will be held in Buenos Aires and
other locations, giving attendees the opportunity to enjoy
Argentina and the neighboring countries of Latin America.
The ISN will grant 120 travel scholarships of $1,000 each
to physicians and scientists 35 years of age or younger.
Preference will be given to presenters, authors, or co-
authors of a poster or oral presentation. ISN membership
will be taken into consideration but non-members will be
considered as well. Application forms for the travel grants
may be obtained from: Dr. Jan J. Weening, Secretary-
General, ISN, Academic Medical Center, Department of
Pathology, Meibergdreef 9, 1105 AZ Amsterdam, The
Netherlands. E-mail: I.M.Huang@amc.uva.nl Applications
must be received at Dr. Weening’s office before December
18, 1998.
Deadline for abstracts is November 9, 1998. For further
information and abstract forms, contact the Secretariat
of the XVth ICN, Ayacucho 937 1° “G”, 1111 Buenos
Aires, Argentina. Telephone/FAX: 541-812-1021; E-mail:
Bayfem@ibm.net.
Advances in the Pathogenesis and Treatment of Renal
Osteodystrophy, an International Society of Nephrology
Satellite meeting, will be held May 7–9, 1999 (following the
XVth International Conference of the ISN) in Iguazu Falls,
Brazil. Participants will fly from Buenos Aires to Iguazu
Falls (Argentinean side) on May 7th and travel by bus to
the Brazilian side, where the meeting will be held. Ameri-
can citizens will require a visa to enter Brazil; participants
from other countries should check with their Brazilian
consulate. The organizing committee members are Dr.
Eduardo Slatopolsky, USA and Dr. Jorge Cannata, Spain.
For further information, contact: Bayfem Organization.
FAX: 54 1 812-1021; E-mail: bayfem@ibm.net
End Stage Renal Disease throughout the World; Morbidity
and Mortality in ESRD, an International Society of Nephrol-
ogy Satellite Symposium will be held May 8–9, 1999 in Punta
del Este, Uruguay. Topics to be addressed include: princi-
ples of outcomes research; data collection methods; ESRD
patient registries; specific risk factors in ESRD patients;
statistical approaches to ESRD; mortality comparisons by
treatment options; morbidity as outcomes and as predictors
of mortality; quality of life as an outcome in ESRD; and
how to obtain better outcomes. Roundtable discussions,
oral presentations, and poster presentations are planned.
The symposium will be jointly sponsored by the Latin-
american Society of Nephrology and Hypertension, the
Uruguayan Society of Nephrology, and the Uruguayan
Society of Transplants. For further information, contact:
Personas SRL (Secretariat of the Satellite Symposium),
Suipacha 1861, Montevideo, Uruguay 11800. Telephone:
(5982) 4081015; FAX: (5982) 4082951; E-mail: personas@
cs.com.uy
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The 1999 Necker Seminars in Nephrology will be held May
17–19, 1999, in Paris, France. For further information,
contact: Doreen Broneer, De´partement de Ne´phrologie,
Hoˆpital Necker, 161 Rue de Se`vres, 75743 Paris Cedex 15,
France. Telephone: 33 (0)1 44 49 54 13; FAX: 33 (0)1 44 49
54 50; E-mail: doreen.broneer@nck.ap-hop-paris.fr
The 8th European Symposium on Urolithiasis will be held
June 9–12, 1999 in Parma, Italy. Topics to be covered
include: genetic aspects, dietary factors, economic impact,
medical treatment, role of tubular cells, macromolecular
inhibitors, stone related diseases, endourology, ESWL, and
residual fragments. For further information contact Profes-
sor Loris Borghi, Institute of Semeiotica Medica, Univer-
sity of Parma, Via Gramsci, 14-43100 Parma, Italy. Tele-
phone: (39) 521 991007; FAX: (39) 521 940993.
Forefronts in Nephrology: News in Aldosterone Action
News in Aldosterone Action, a Forefronts in Nephrology
meeting sponsored by the International Society of Nephrol-
ogy, will be held August 15–18, 1999 in the Chaˆteau de
Montvillargenne, Paris-Chantilly, France. Topics will in-
clude: mineralocorticoid receptors, transcriptional regula-
tion, mineralocorticoid selectivity, transgenic models,
physiological effects in target epithelia, non-epithelial
targets, non-genomic actions, genetics, pathophysiology
and pharmacology. The organizers and scientific committee
are: Nicolette Farman (INSERM, Paris, France), Franc¸ois
Verrey (University of Zu¨rich, Zu¨rich, Switzerland), Haim
Garty (Weizman Institute, Israel), John Funder (Baker
Medical Research Institute, Australia), and Bernard
Rossier (University of Lausanne, Switzerland). An in-
ternational group of experts will present their research,
and additional oral and poster presentations will be chosen
from submitted abstracts on the basis of scientific merit
and innovation. The maximum number of participants is
150; travel grants are available to young investigators.
For further information, contact Dr. Nicolette Farman,
Aldo99 Meeting office. Telephone: 33 1 4485 6320;
FAX: 33 1 4429 1644; E-mail: u478@bichat.inserm.fr or
farman@bichat.inserm.fr; Website: http://www.unizh.ch/
physiol/aldo99
The 1999 Congress of the European Renal Association-
European Dialysis and Transplant Association (ERA-EDTA)
will be held September 5–8, 1999 in Madrid, Spain. The
program will include updates on issues in basic science,
clinical nephrology, dialysis, transplantation, gene manipu-
lation, noninflammatory renal injury and repair, novel
approaches to immunosuppression, daily hemodialysis and
suboptimal donors. The ERA-EDTA is awarding 60 grants
to young nephrologists to participate. The Congress has
been approved by the American Medical Association for a
maximum of 26 hours of category 1 credit towards the
AMA Physician’s Recognition Award. For further in-
formation, contact: ERA-EDTA Congress Office, P.O. Box
474 Parma Sud, I-43100 Parma, Italy. Telephone: 139-
(0)521-98 90 78; FAX: 139-(0)521-291777; E-mail:
eraedta@ipruniv.ccc.unipr.it
The 17th Annual Meeting of the International Society of
Blood Purification will be held October 7–9, 1999 in Prague,
Czech Republic. Planned topics to be covered include:
continuous renal therapies for acute renal failure, manage-
ment of hypertension in end-stage renal disease; and
current status and perspectives on plasma exchange. There
will also be free communications and poster presentations.
For further information, contact: Vladimı´r Tesarˇ, M.D.,
Ph.D., Division of Nephrology, 1st Department of Medi-
cine, Charles University, U nemocnice 2, 128 08 Prague 2,
Czech Republic. Telephone: (4202) 24962690; FAX: (4202)
297932; E-mail: tesarv@beba.cesnet.cz; Internet: http://
www.ISBP.org
The Fifth International Conference on Geriatric Nephrol-
ogy and Urology will be held on October 21–23, 1999 in
Salamanca, Spain. Topics will include geriatraic perspec-
tives on: glomerular diseases and vasculitis; osteopathies;
diabetic nephropathy and hypertension; urinary inconti-
nence; renal handling of electrolytes; hemodialysis, contin-
uous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis; acute renal failure;
and benign prostate hyperplasia. Free communications on
geriatric nephrology and urology will also be admitted. For
further information, contact: Prof. Jose´ M Lo´pez-Novoa,
Fifth International Conference on Geriatric Nephrology
and Urology, Department of Physiology and Pharmacol-
ogy, University of Salamanca, Campus Unamuno, 37007
Salamanca, Spain. Telephone: 34 923 294472; FAX: 34 923
294669. E-mail: imlnovoa@gugu.usal.es
Urolithiasis; the IXth International Symposium on Uroli-
thiasis Research will be held February 13–17, 2000 in Cape
Town, South Africa. The program will include sessions on
lithotripsy, endourology, metabolic evaluation, medical
therapies, epidemiology, economics of stone disease, role
of diet and other nutritional factors, biochemical risk
factors, physical chemistry, crystallization modulators,
crystal-cell interaction, transport physiology, and urolithia-
sis in animals. Pre- and post-conference tours including a
game reserve safari are planned. For further information,
contact: Professor Allen Rodgers, Symposium Chairman,
Chemistry Department, University of Cape Town, Cape
Town, South Africa 7701. Telephone: 27 21 6502572; FAX:
27 21 6867647; E-mail: allenr@psipsy.uct.ac.za
The XXXIVth International Congress of Physiological
Sciences, entitled “From Molecule to Malady” (A congress
of the International Union of Physiological Sciences) will
be held August 26–September 1, 2001 in Christchurch,
New Zealand. The congress will emphasize pathophysiol-
ogy, particularly modern molecular approaches to integre-
tive biology. For further information contact The Confer-
ence Company, P.O. Box 90-040, Auckland, New Zealand;
Internet: http://www.iups2001.org.nz
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National Societies
The Secretary General of the International Society of
Nephrology is endeavoring to bring the Society’s list of
national societies up-to-date. Many such national societies
are not affiliated with the ISN or their affiliation has lapsed.
To retain their affiliated status and to vote at the General
Assembly, a list of individual members is required to be
sent annually. Secretaries of national societies therefore
are asked to provide the Secretary General with the address
to which correspondence should be sent, together with a list
of their officers and individual members, and a formal
application for affiliation where this has lapsed. Please send
these to Jan J. Weening, M.D., Academic Medical Center,
Meibergdreef 9, 1105 AZ Amsterdam, The Netherlands.
CONTINUING EDUCATION
Advanced Nephrology: Nephrology for the Consultant,
offered by the University of California at San Diego, will be
held February 4–6, 1999 at Coronado Island Marriott
Resort, Coronado, California, USA. The course is accred-
ited by the American Medical Association for 17 Category
I hours. For further information, contact: Shirley Kolkey,
Course Coordinator, 1660 Hotel Circle North, #220, San
Diego, California, USA 92108. Telephone: (619) 299-6673;
FAX: (619) 299-6675; E-mail: c-c-m@worldnet.att.net
BOOKS RECEIVED
Nephrology, edited by Rex L. Jamison and Robert
Wilkinson, London, Chapman & Hall, 1997. ISBN 0 412
60930 4. This textbook is designed to provide a balance
between an encyclopedic text and a manual. There are 1151
pages, 89 chapters, and over 100 contributors.
Understanding Acid-Base, by Benjamin Abelow, M.D.,
Baltimore, Williams & Wilkins, 1998, 333 pages plus ap-
pendix; 80 illustrations. ISBN 0-0683-18272-2. This book,
designed for use by a general medical audience as well as
specialists, provides overviews of acid-base chemistry, phys-
iology, pathophysiology, diagnosis and treatment. To facil-
itate use as a teaching text in the classroom or clinical
setting, each major subject area is presented as a stand-
alone section, which can be read independently. The book
also contains a detailed appendix presenting topics of
interest to nephrologists, such as: infrarenal ammonium
shunting, delta-delta analysis, the urinary anion gap, and
the quantitation of endogenous acid production.
AWARDS AND GRANTS
1998 Massry Prize Recipient
Professor Mark Ptashne of the Sloan Kettering Institute in
New York, best known for his unique contributions in the
field of regulation of transcription, has been awarded the 1998
Massry Prize by the Meira and Shaul G. Massry Foundation.
Starting in the 1960s, Dr. Ptashne isolated protein molecules
that specifically bind to control regions of DNA and repress its
activity. He then discovered that this process utilizes several
copies of the regulatory molecules to bind in tandem and that
the process of binding is cooperative. His subsequent work
showing how regulatory proteins can serve as sensitive genetic
switches, switching genes off and on with high efficiency,
constitutes one of the most complete explanations of a
fundamental process in all of biology. These important in-
sights led him to isolate these molecules by cloning and to
demonstrate details of the protein and DNA interactions in
purified systems, most recently through highly detailed three-
dimensional analysis using x-ray crystallography. As a result of
these studies, there now exists a detailed understanding of
gene functioning through positive-DNA and protein-protein
interactions.
International Fellowship Training Awards
The International Society of Nephrology announces the
establishment of an International Fellowship Training Pro-
gram to provide training in clinical nephrology to physicians
from developing countries. It is the objective of this program
to support the growth of nephrology in developing countries
through an educational program that admits qualified appli-
cants to clinical training in recognized nephrology programs
around the world, and then to return to their home country to
practice and/or teach. In unique circumstances, applicants
who wish basic research training may be considered if the
environment in the home country will permit continued
research upon the completion of training.
The guidelines for application are as follows:
(1) Fellowship awards will be made only to physicians
from developing countries.
(2) Applicants must provide evidence of acceptance
into a recognized and suitable training program
before the award can be granted.
(3) The Fellow must return to his or her home country
upon completion of approved training.
(4) The Fellow must provide evidence of a guaranteed
position in a medical institution upon return to the
home country.
(5) Fellows will receive a stipend from the Society such
that, taking into account the home country and/or
the host institution support that they may have, they
achieve a $22,500 US revenue.
(6) Fellows must be able to read and speak the lan-
guage of the host country. An interview may be
required to assess verbal fluency.
(7) Fellowships will be offered primarily for clinical
training of one to two years duration.
(8) Clinical training programs should be practical in
their orientation, and applicable to the needs and
conditions of the home country. The ability of the
host institution to provide such training will be an
important factor in the selection process.
(9) Fellows must have received sufficient training in in-
ternal medicine or other fields to pass all host country
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examinations that are necessary to the care of pa-
tients. Fellowships may be awarded to senior individ-
uals who seek additional training but, in general,
preference will be given to younger physicians who
are at the beginning of their permanent careers.
(10) Specific instructions and the necessary application
forms can be obtained by writing directly to Jan J.
Weening, M.D., Academic Medical Center, Meiberg-
dreef 9, 1105 AZ Amsterdam, The Netherlands.
Scholarships in the History of Nephrology
The International Society of Nephrology Commission on
the History of Nephrology is soliciting applications for four
scholarships ($500 US) to support short studies on the
history of Nephrology by students, junior physicians or
junior scientists. Applications, including a Curriculum Vi-
tae, a one-page description of the project, and the name of
a supervisor, should be sent to: Professor L.G. Fine,
Chairman, ISN Commission on the History of Nephrology,
Department of Medicine, University College London Med-
ical School, 5 University Street, London, WC1E 6JJ, UK.
Telephone: 0171 209 6186; Fax: 0171 209 6211; E-mail:
l.fine@ucl.ac.uk
FOR SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS AND
ANNOUNCEMENTS
New manuscripts and related editorial correspondence
for Kidney International should be sent to:
Saulo Klahr, M.D.
Editor, Kidney International
Barnes-Jewish Hospital, North Campus
Department of Medicine
216 South Kingshighway
St Louis, Missouri 63110 USA
Telephone numbers for the Editorial Office are:
(314) 454-8919
(314) 454-8916
(314) 454-7107
The FAX number is (314) 454-8907.
E-mail correspondence may be sent to:
snewell@imgate.wustl.edu
NEW INSTRUCTIONS FOR ABSTRACTS TO
ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS
Authors preparing manuscripts for submission to Kidney
International should note that beginning with the July 1998
issue, the abstract will consist of four paragraphs labeled
Background, Methods, Results, and Conclusions.
WITHDRAWAL OF AUTHORSHIP
Dr. Samiran Nundy has requested that his name
be removed as a co-author of the article entitled
“Increased incidence of glomerulonephritis follow-
ing splenorenal shunt surgery in noncirrhotic portal
fibrosis,” which was published in Kidney Interna-
tional, 52:482–485, 1997 (original authors: S.C.
Dash, U.N. Bhuyan, A.K. Dinda, S. Sanena, S.K.
Agarwal, S.C. Tiwari, and S. Nundy). Dr. Nundy’s
name appeared without his knowledge or consent,
and he disagrees with many of the findings in this
paper.
A few of the reasons why Dr. Nundy is surprised
by the findings are: (1) he has doubts that 200
consecutive kidney biopsies in patients with non-
cirrhotic portal fibrosis at surgery were obtained; (2)
he wonders whether the five year follow-up is com-
plete; (3) he questions the manner of calculating the
32% incidence of proteinuria after the shunt proce-
dure, as well as the statement that there were “no
immediate post-operative complications and the pa-
tients remained free of hematemesis during the
follow-up period;” (4) he wonders how the hemato-
logical, immunological and liver function data from
all of the patients were collected one month after
operation; (5) he questions whether the project was
submitted for approval to the local Ethics Commit-
tee.
In a portion of a letter of June 30, 1998 to Dr.
Nundy, Dr. Dash stated that, “I have been consulted
about these patients for a long time you are aware
and we have transferred, investigated them in ne-
phrology. You have to believe me and stand by the
main conclusion and message of that paper, i.e.
proteinuria of 32%. LFT, hematological data given
in that paper represent the majority cases where
there were done and certainly not done all cases. I
admit some inaccuracies and these were to informa-
tion we received from your colleagues and some
were due to slight revision I had to make in light of
referees’ comments” (sic).
This article was accepted for publication before
the present Editor’s tenure. It is the current Edito-
rial policy that all authors are signatories of the
cover letter to a submitted article, and all must agree
on the study findings.
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